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SEND A LETTER: Tell LAPD to release Occupy arrestees

A report from ANSWER Coalition organizers on last night's raids
Dear supporter of the ANSWER Coalition,
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Los Angeles police officers move in, guns drawn.
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Police attacked and arrested members of the Occupy Philly movement last night.


The nationally coordinated police assault against the Occupy Movement took a dramatic turn in the early hours of this morning with the nearly simultaneous police assaults against Occupy Philadelphia and Occupy LA.

Hundreds were arrested at Occupy LA in the early hours of the morning. More than 1,000 riot-clad police carried out the assault on the encampment.

Mike Prysner, ANSWER Coalition organizer who is an Iraq war veteran and coordinator of March Forward!, told us moments before his arrest: “Police are just ripping up the tents now but we are standing strong. The only times I've felt proud wearing my army uniform is when I've worn it fighting the 1%. This movement against the system isn't ending!” 

Prysner, ANSWER activist Douglass Kaufman and others are still in jail and their bail has been set at $5,000 each.
ANSWER LA had put out an emergency mobilization alert yesterday to bring people to the Occupy LA in advance of the anticipated assault. On Sunday night, more than 3,000 people answered the call to come to defend Occupy LA, and the police backed off at the time from their threatened eviction.

In Philadelphia, police arrested approximately 50 people following the eviction of Occupy Philly. At least one person was hospitalized with injuries after police on horseback charged into peaceful demonstrators. Others were assaulted by the police, who slammed people to the ground and carried out other acts of brutality.

The police attack against the Occupy Movement is a coordinated assault by law enforcement agencies against a new, growing movement for social and economic justice.

We are convinced that police repression will not end this new movement. People want change. Society requires change. Record profits for banks and corporations coincide with massive unemployment, growing poverty and endless war. That is the basic problem. And that’s why the movement of the 99% is becoming an irresistible political force.

Organize, Occupy, Rise Up!
National Staff, ANSWER Coalition 
We are urgently raising funds to help pay for bail for our organizers who are in jail as well to pay for banners, signs, literature and other expenses associated with our grassroots mobilizing work. We can’t do this work without you help. Please make a tax-deductible donation today.
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	Breaking News:
Arrested Occupy LA protesters denied basic rights
Send a letter to the Los Angeles mayor and the chief of police
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Dear supporter of the ANSWER Coalition,

Not only were hundreds of people arrested in the police raid in Los Angeles last night but the LAPD and Mayor, having socked each arrested person with a $5,000 bail, are now refusing to release them from jail and are refusing to allow them to meet with their attorneys.

National Lawyers Guild board member, Carol Sobel, condemned the action of the LAPD. “The Los Angeles Police Department is deliberately refusing to release anyone arrested in the Occupy raids with a notice to appear. The City is holding them in jail on $5,000 bail until they can be arraigned by a judge, which can take up to 48 hours. This punishes people for exercising their First Amendment rights.”

Sobel continued: “California law is clear. Penal Code §853.6 is mandatory in requiring that anyone charged with a misdemeanor shall be released with a written notice to appear.”

Eyewitness report from attorney Ian Thompson
Ian Thompson is an attorney and the ANSWER Los Angeles coordinator. He is the attorney for arrested activists Mike Prysner and Doug Kauffman.
“This afternoon, after finding out where Occupy LA protesters were being held following last night’s assault and eviction of peaceful demonstrators carried out by the LAPD, I went down to check on the status of my clients and others who were arrested.

“When I arrived, the doors were closed and a line had formed outside. I saw a notice which read, 'Front lobby closed until further notice.'

“I knocked on the door to talk to someone. An LAPD officer came out. I told him I was an attorney for two of the protesters being held inside. 'We are closed,' he said. 'You cannot visit your clients or anyone.' He informed me I could not post bail or talk to anyone there. 'Call my watch commander,' he added.

“I then called the watch commander with the same request. 'You cannot see your clients,' he told me. 'Call back in several hours.'

“Hundreds of people are being held inside this jail without access to legal counsel. As of now they are being held on $5,000 bail until they can be arraigned which can take up to 48 hours. Apparently the LAPD and Mayor Villaraigosa are refusing to allow people to post the bail even if they can.

“This is unconscionable and a violation of civil rights for my clients and all people held inside,” Thompson stated.

In the press statement calling for the release of the arrested people, the National Lawyers Guild chapter in Los Angeles said, “New York City was successfully sued in 2004 when they tried the same tactic against individuals involved in protesting at the Republican National Convention.

Send a letter to the Los Angeles mayor and the chief of police demanding that those arrested at the Occupy LA raid be released immediately.
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